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As children we all had our cache of dolls, 
buttons or shiny stones that were all near 
and dear to our hearts.  As we grew older, 
most of us did not throw them out but 
rather kept them as an invaluable testa-
ment to another time. Whether adding to 
a cherished menagerie or making a cul-
tural statement, the act of collecting art 
can be both a fulfilling and a rewarding 
experience.  
   There are a few basics to consider when 
collecting art.  The first is to know and “ca-
ter to” your own taste. Art appreciation is 
very much a personal experience and you 
must make sure that you “like” the piece 

you are considering. Whether it is a Picasso, a Chagall or a Jeff Koon, it should 
connect with you in a way that will allow your appreciation for the piece to 
grow.  Whether your intention is to become a serious collector or to simply 
own a few interesting works, it is important to become informed and involved.  
   I suggest that you start following both the trends of the art world and those 
artists that interest you and educate yourself as much as you can. Art for arts 
sake is a wonderful thing; however, when collecting, it is important to under-
stand the artist, the origin of each work, the technical aspects of the medium 
used and the artist’s mission. This will give you a foundation of perspective and 
technique that will afford insight into a work’s contained meaning, as well as, 
the evolution of the artist’s focus, skill and trend of result. It will also give you a 
basis of comparison to see if the work is consistent with what you know about 
that artist. Seek out expert advice whenever you can, talk to other art collec-
tors and don’t be afraid to ask questions.  Another thing to bear in mind is the 
importance of becoming involved with the art community. Go to vernissages, 
meet the artists, talk to gallery owners, attend art fairs and visit museums. In 
short, become an active participant of the art scene. Lastly, budget yourself 
accordingly; buy pieces that you can afford and that will add value to your 
collection. Being active within the art scene will give you an understanding 
of the “buzz” surrounding the “up and coming” artists. Remember all of the 
great masters were “up and coming” at one time or another. With a good eye 
and an understanding of art trends you may find that the work you purchased 
for a pittance a decade ago has blossomed into a veritable treasure both in its 
appeal and value.
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Above: The work of Cuban artist, Kadir Lopez, ‘Montmartre’, Mixed media on steel, 29.5”x19.5”, 2011.

Above: Barbadian artist, Terrence Rupert Piggott, ‘Revival 
#2’, Acrylic on canvas, 36”x48”, 2012. 
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